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MESSAGE
FROM THE
BOARD
NWPS Members, Contributors, Supporters, Volunteers. Staff, Directors and Friends.
Your Board of Directors is pleased to offer our annual report of operations and activities of the Society.
This annual report embodies some significant changes to our management and direction:
First – Staff changes:
1. The exit of Karlee Leyer as our Mainland Wildlife Educator.
2. The hiring of Noah Bennett as our new Mainland Wildlife Educator.
3. The return of Darren Colello as our Wildlife Education Consultant – Rockies and Eastern BC.
4. The departure of Kristine Krynitzki as our Executive Director.
5. The appointment of Kristine to our Board of Directors.

NORTHWEST
WILDLIFE
PRESERVATION
SOCIETY

04

CONTINUED
While we were sorry to see Karlee return to Alberta, Kristine found an excellent replacement in the
competence and interests of Noah Bennett, a UBC graduate in Natural Resources Conservation. Noah
comes to us with countless hours of outdoor work experience in a variety of BC ecosystems, ecosystem
ecology, local and global conservation, and scientific research. Noah is especially passionate about
identifying and teaching about the ecology of avian, plant and wildlife species residing in the Lower
Mainland. Noah hit the ground running and has worked most effectively with Connel Bradwell, our longterm Vancouver Island Education Manager in delivering NWPS programs.
After over 10 years, we were also sorry to say goodbye to Kristine, our Executive Director. She left us to
pursue a new Executive Director position with the Hope Mountain Centre closer to her new home in Hope.
We greatly appreciate Kristine’s years of service with NWPS but the good news is that Kristine agreed to
join our Board so we maintain continuity for the Society.
The Board has decided to operate without a full time Executive Director for the time being. Ann Peters,
past Executive Director and current Board Member, has agreed to step in as Interim ED for now providing
management support. We have increased our engagement of our Accounting contractor, Conan Leung and
added a part-time administrative support contractor, Ewan Riley. The Board of Directors will provide
support whenever necessary to fill the gaps and help to ensure continuity of the Society’s operations and
fundraising activities.
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CONTINUED
Second – Covid-19:
NWPS has survived our second full year of the pandemic by introducing more online program delivery.
The Society took advantage of federal government subsidies available to non-profit organizations to assist
with salaries and rental payments. Grants and donations continued to drop significantly but our annual
outreach fundraising efforts were more successful than planned. With these outcomes, our financial position
remained stable.
We have steadily increased the number of educational programs delivered, schools and students reached, and
honorariums raised from both online and in-person programs. We have seen a significant increase in demand
for in-person programs for both classroom and outdoor settings.
Our Island Wildlife Education Manager, Connel Bradwell, had a successful year, delivering programs across
Vancouver Island. Our mixture of online, in-person and outdoor programs engaged thousands of young people,
in communities throughout Vancouver Island. Connel collaborated with Rocky Point Bird Observatory, working
with them to monitor migratory songbirds and owls. He continues to be active within the conservation
community around Vancouver Island, working at native plant protection and restoration, surveying marine
mammals with organizations such as Ocean Wise & Cetus Research and Conservation Society and
broadcasting live lessons in partnership with Live It. Connel also participated as a Jackson Wild Media Fellow,
chosen for his work in science communication and wildlife filmmaking. Connel continues to monitor the health
and progress of our native owl species at our Manley Bird & Wildlife Sanctuary / Farm.
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CONTINUED
Third: - Growth
NWPS introduced the Rocky Mountains branch of NWPS in the winter of 2021. We now serve the Canmore,
Banff, and Kananaskis areas of Alberta and are looking to expand into eastern B.C. This branch is being run
by long-time NWPS Wildlife Educator, Darren Colello. Darren has already carried out several wildlife
programs in outdoor parks and community spaces for a variety of age groups.
Fourth: Society Future
Fundraising efforts have slowly increased with the continuation of the Adopt-an- Animal fundraiser which
was bolstered by our partnership with Cocoa Tanning Studio. They promoted and sold our “Animals” in their
store over the holiday season.
Many grant applications that were previously closed due to Covid-19 have resumed and have been applied
for by our staff in all locations.
The Board participated in an update of our strategic plan, which we do routinely. A key objective was to
understand how we can capitalize on our recently-developed online capabilities to extend our reach of
programming to service more children and adults. Another key objective was to consider future investment
in the Manley Bird &Wildlife Sanctuary / Farm property to deal with our water, power and educational
facility needs.
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CONTINUED
Fifth: Thank You!
NWPS continues to operate with the help of our wonderful volunteers; most notably Barbara Lee Chmil and
our new social media/communication volunteer Tia Le Santo.
Barbara Lee has aided with several administrative tasks for many years now. Tia has been a wonderful
addition to the team volunteering her time creating/posting our website content and engaging with our
audiences on social media and through our newsletter.
Please visit us at www.northwestwildlife.com
As always, my heartfelt thanks to my fellow Directors on the Board for their continued guidance as NWPS
meets these new challenges and seeks to take advantage of new opportunities. We look forward with
optimism as we continue our primary mission – to love and respect wildlife.
Our sincere thanks to all NWPS Members, Contributors, Supporters, Volunteers. Staff, Directors and Friends.
Jim Pigott
President
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MILESTONES
2021 Opened our Rocky Mountain's branch led by our longtime educator,
Darren Colello.
2020 Survived the COVID-19 global pandemic by creating an online learning
platform.
2016 Completed a major wetland restoration on our Manley Farm Bird &
Wildlife Sanctuary.
2015 Surpassed 250 education programs in a single year.
100,000 students educated since program inception.
2013 Expanded reach opening satellite office in Victoria to provide
programs year-round to Vancouver Island residents.
2013 Planted 2500 trees to celebrate our 25th anniversary.
2011

Removed over 40,000lbs of industrial woody debris and invasive
species since beginning stewardship programs in 1998.

2010 Became stewards of the Granfield Estate to protect Manley Farm as a
bird and wildlife sanctuary and ensure sustainable farming practices
are implemented.

@raymaichinphoto
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MILESTONES
2006 Partnered with Wildsight to create the endangered mountain caribou
educational resource manual.
1998 Began delivery of outdoor education programs throughout BC.
1995 Began delivery of wildlife education programs in schools in BC.
1993

Completed a major grassland restoration in the Okanagan in
partnership with Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society.

1990 Instrumental in drawing attention to and decreasing the North
American wolf cull.
1987

NWPS was founded in Vancouver, British Columbia.
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HISTORY
Northwest Wildlife Preservation Society (NWPS) was founded in 1987 as a non-profit society,
dedicated to preserving healthy wildlife and wildlife systems in northwest North America. Since
that time, NWPS continues to earn its reputation in the environmental movement as a powerful
advocate for wildlife and wildlife habitats. NWPS was a founding member of the Wolf Working
Group and fulfilled an advisory role on numerous committees for wildlife preservation.
Additionally, NWPS organized conferences, forums, and symposiums that brought together diverse
interests in the areas of wildlife management policy, protection and conservation.
Today NWPS focuses on 'Preservation through Education'. We achieve our mandate through the
development and delivery of a broad series of educational programs and services, which reach an
average of 7,500 individuals annually. Our primary audience has become school-age children. We
introduce them to the wonders of the natural world through in-class presentations, virtual online
presentations, nature walks & workshops and stewardship projects and work to inspire them to
become environmental stewards.
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WILDLIFE EDUCATION
& STEWARDSHIP
PROGRAMS
Northwest Wildlife Preservation Society introduces British Columbians to the wonders of the
natural world and helps create an understanding and respect for wildlife and the natural world in
the beautiful Pacific Northwest. Before the COVID -19 pandemic hit, our three main programs were
Indoor Wildlife Workshops, Nature Walks & Workshops, Youth Environmental Leadership programs
and our ongoing Bird & Wildlife Sanctuary / Farm stewardship of our Manley Farm property.
However, gathering in enclosed spaces remained a risk for Covid-19 transmission in 2021, thus,
NWPS continued to develop and deliver a suite of online learning programs that keep our staff and
community as safe as possible while still providing our much-needed and sought-after learning
tools. All programs are offered year-round, but primarily take place during the traditional school
year.
Thanks to our generous donors and government support, we were able to continue providing
programs free of charge to inner-city school children and at-risk youth in low income areas. This
allows us to ensure that all children including those that are marginalized by circumstance are
given an equal opportunity to interact with and understand thier interconnection with wildlife and
the importance of protecting it.
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LIVE &
RECORDED
ONLINE
PROGRAMS
Our programs are created in line with school curriculum and provide a chance to enhance topics
already being studied. The programs focus on interactive education as well as ample group discussions
and engaging hands-on learning. This is accomplished by providing guided activities, and displaying
biofacts such as animals skulls, antlers, or animal mounts (bats & owls). The biofacts allow students to
understand the topic in a unique way , and helps them to understand the physical characteristics of the
species. They also give clues to facts about the species diet and behavior. Unlike in a zoo, this prevents
any undue stress to living wildlife while accomplishing an amazing and unique learning opportunity.
Visually engaging, interactive presentations ensure students are intrigued and participate throughout
the session. These 30-60 min online live programs for K-12 classes are available on Zoom, Teams or
Google Hangouts. Teachers/group leaders set up a projector/screen/sound so the students can view the
presenter, and other students who may be learning from a distance can join on their own devices. Prerecorded video programs are available for educators who wish to be able to stop and discuss points of
interest in the video and then brainstorm discussion before a presenter joins the class.
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IN-PERSON
WALKS &
WORKSHOPS
As Covid-19 restrictions tightened and eased throughout 2021, in-person programs were held both in the
classroom and in outdoor spaces, in accordance with BC Health Guidelines. Outdoor programs continue
to be provided for participants in small-medium sized groups. We accommodate classes in whatever
outdoor area that works best for safe physical distancing, including the school field, a nearby park that
can be walked to, or a local park within the school’s health region if transportation for the students can
be provided by the school, parents, or through grant funding the NWPS secures every year. Programs
are 1-4 hours depending on the group requirements.
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104 PROGRAMS

2,228 STUDENTS

24 COMMUNITIES

34 SCHOOLS
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COLLABORATIONS
Northwest Wildlife Preservation Society is so thankful for the opportunity to have collaborated with
the following groups in 2021:
Cocoa's Tanning Studio - partnered with the owner and staff of the Yaletown tanning studio for the sale
of wildlife stuffies for of our Adopt an Animal fundraising campaign.
Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup - we hosted a beach cleanup at Panorama Park in North Vancouver
removing several kilograms of waste from the beach and park area, while educating the public on the
local wildlife!
Lower Mainland Green Team - partnered to share our network of volunteers to be called upon for
restoration and stewardship opportunities, including a beach cleanup at Panorama Park.
Habitat Acquisition Trust - endangered species surveying on Vancouver Island
Rocky Point Bird Observatory - banding of songbirds and northern saw whet owls which helps collect
data on population sizes and migrations, which influence conservation objectives. Collaborated for
education programs and volunteer coordination.
Goldstream Nature House - partnered for salmon educational programs
Oceanwise - harbour porpoise surveying of the coast of Vancouver Island

"We are the environment and how we treat each other
is really how we treat the environment."
-Dr. John Francis "The Planetwalker"
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MAJOR DONORS
Donors are the backbone of all our work. Without them, none of what
we do would be possible.
A very heartfelt Thank You goes out especially to our major donors for
providing us the opportunity to continue our work in the community:
AirG Inc.
S. Woolley
A. Burns
Plante Homes LTD.
Edith Lando Charitable Foundation
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ANNUAL
OUTREACH
As with our corporate/business/foundation and other major
donors listed on the previous slide, we are so lucky to have
such a steadfast group of individual donors. Without this loyal
dedication on the part of each and every individual donor,
NWPS would not have the privilege of continuing to deliver our
environmental education programs, instilling responsible
environmental stewardship in children of all ages throughout
our great province. THANK YOU!

@raymaichinphoto
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SYMBOLIC ANIMAL
ADOPTION
This year we were able to help support our programs through the success of
our third year offering symbolic animal adoption kits for purchase.
For $40 + shipping, one can adopt one of 25 wildlife species. Included in the
package is a plush animal, information booklet, and adoption certificate.
Learn more at www.northwestwildlife.com/shop
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VOLUNTEERS
2021 was another challenging year for coordinating
volunteers, as many of our in-person programs and
activities were limited by Covid-19, but thankfully we
continued to have numerous people interested in
volunteering, and willing to help out remotely. NWPS is
very fortunate to have support from such a wonderful,
dedicated group of individuals. With their help, our
society is able to accomplish so much more.
Thank you to our volunteers, both old and new!
Tia Le Santo
Barbara Lee Chmil
Julie Melano
Anna Howard
Ann Peters

David Craig
Jim Pigott
Michele Kvarnstrom
Rob Wickson
Rory Carr

Todd Buchanan
Susan Chambers
Kristine Krynitzki
Ray Maichin
Sunny Zhang

Andrew Boycott
Marcie Callewaert
Selby Wilkinson
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MANLEY FARM BIRD
& WILDLIFE
SANCTUARY
NWPS has been entrusted with stewardship of Manley Farm, located in the Cowichan
Valley area. The property comprises 240 acres of wild habitat and farmland. The property
is situated next to Boatswain Bank , which is an ecologically sensitive area.
To the greatest extent possible, NWPS is creating a bird and wildlife sanctuary on Manley
Farm to provide a safe habitat for wildlife in the area.
Our sanctuary currently supports many animals like deer, ducks, geese, quail, heron,
owls, osprey, eagles, tree frogs, and many small bird species. While the property won't
become a public park, it may be used in the future for activities to support the wildlife
sanctuary and the society’s educational and preservation goals.
NWPS continues to work with partners to ensure environmentally sound and sustainable
farming practices.
To learn more or to get involved please visit our website at www.northwestwildlife.com

NORTHWEST
WILDLIFE
PRESERVATION
SOCIETY

21

NWPS FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS
Year Ended December 31, 2021
(See Notice to Readers)
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FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS
Treasurer’s Report – Management’s Statement on Financial Reporting
The Financial Statements and all information in this annual report are the
responsibility of management and have been approved by the Board of Directors.
The Financial Statements are based upon management’s best estimates and
judgments and have been prepared with the application of generally accepted
accounting principles. The financial statement information is segmented between
NWPS’s wildlife education and stewardship programs (“education”) and the Manley
Farm Bird & Wildlife Sanctuary (“Sanctuary”). Financial information presented
elsewhere in this annual report is consistent with the Financial Statements.
To ensure the integrity and objectivity of the data, the management maintains a
system of internal controls comprising of policies and procedures that provide
reasonable assurance that transactions are recorded and executed in accordance
with their authorization, that assets are properly safeguarded, and that reliable
financial records are being maintained.

@raymaichinphoto
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AUDITED FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS
The Directors of the Society have appointed an Audit Committee from their
independent members. The Audit Committee has reviewed and verified a random
selection of the financial transactions of the Society and has verified all balance sheet
accounts to independent sources to ensure that the Operations of the Society and the
Capital Funds are fairly presented in the Financial Statements of Northwest Wildlife
Preservation Society for the year ended December 31, 2021 The Audit Committee report,
on its audit of the Financial Statements, is presented to the Directors of the Society in
support of the Board’s approval of the Financial Statements.
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WHAT'S TO
COME IN 2022?
Since the onset of COVID-19, restrictions have limited much of our how our society has traditionally
operated. However, in 2021 our creative and resilient NWPS staff and volunteers found new and creative
ways to deliver our educational programs to schools and businesses that also had to restructure their
agendas and operations. It has been a challenging time, but our online educational options have been
effective and as restrictions ease, our educators continue to return to schools for in-person programs.
The Covid-19 pandemic has certainly taught us many things, namely the importance of the environment
—a safe and healthy place full of vast amounts of space and fresh air for us all to thrive. The value of a
sustainable, accessible wilderness in which we can peacefully co-exist with wildlife, and other humans
while maintaining safe distances, is enormous for our physical and mental health. As this pandemic
passes, we will remember the lessons we have learned and double our efforts to preserve and cherish
our natural spaces.
So regardless of the direction the world is taking us, we remain cautiously optimistic and retain our
core values that it is vitally important to continue educating people about the value of, and our
interconnectedness with nature. In 2022 we will continue to connect children and nature via online
programming, in the classroom face-to-face, as well as outdoor programs that have been revamped to
ensure the safety of everyone involved.
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