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Northwest Wildlife Preservation Society (NWPS) 

is a registered charity (Reg. 079317454 BN # 

13302 9140) incorporated in 1987 as a non-

profit society. 

 

Our mission is to develop and provide educa-

tional, research and advisory services that ad-

vance the public’s awareness and knowledge 

about wildlife and wildlife systems in northwest 

North America.  

 

Our vision is healthy wildlife and wildlife sys-

tems throughout northwest North America pre-

served for their own intrinsic worth and for the 

appreciation of all.  
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Message from  

the board 

As of June 2012, we have been celebrating the 25th anniversary of the Northwest 

Wildlife Preservation Society, NWPS.  We have you to thank for the continued  

existence and growth of the Society.  Since its founding by a group headed by Ms. 

Sherry Pettigrew in 1987, NWPS has consistently delivered a message of care and 

concern for wildlife and wildlife habitat through its various programs,  always  

remaining true to our motto: 'Preservation through Education'.  Sherry remains an Honorary Director and member of NWPS. 

 

It’s been a fun-filled year of delivering our education programs, tree planting, estuary restoring, land stewardship, event  

participation and awareness raising.  We’ve seen more volunteer activity, hits to our website and followers on our social media 

sites than ever before. 

 

Thank you to our sponsors and donors for your funding support, enabling us to increase our delivery of education programs to 

schoolchildren throughout the province, while continuing to provide fully funded programs to inner city children who may 

have fewer opportunities to connect with nature.  This year we have extended our reach to different groups – both to  

university students who participated in our Beat the Heat contest, sponsored by FortisBC, and to seniors in their residential 

facilities. 

 

Thank you to our dedicated, thoughtful Board of Directors for your unwavering support, never losing sight of the passion for  

preservation and the environment you felt when you first joined our team. Thank you to our devoted and enthusiastic staff and 

volunteers for taking our ideas and churning them into deliverables.  We have had the reassurance that comes with stable staff 

members, who have served us well for a long time now, a fact which we truly value and appreciate. 

 

These last two and a half decades have truly been extraordinary.  We have grown from a small grassroots initiative to stop the 

wolf cull in North America into a household name within the British Columbia education system and beyond as leaders in the 

wildlife preservation movement.  With programs on more than ten topics presented to every age range including preschoolers 

and seniors, an audience stretching from Canada and the US to India, Australia and beyond, NWPS is the epitome of a small  

organization with a gigantic reach.  Some of our accomplishments over the last 25 years include: 

Instrumental in stopping the wolf cull in North America. 

Collaborated with Wildsight to produce the Critically Endangered Mountain Caribou Guide. 

Completed a major Kamloops grassland restoration project in 1993. 

Partnered with the Hyde Creek Watershed Society in promoting salmon conservation for over a decade, releasing  

thousands of salmon fry back into BC’s river systems. 

Attended over 75 community events, spreading the message of wildlife preservation to approximately 100,000 people. 

Took over stewardship of 240 acres of farmland: Manley Farm Bird & Wildlife Sanctuary near Cobble Hill on Vancouver Island 

Cleaned up over 10 kilometers of BC shoreline, clearing over 1,000 pounds of garbage! 

Planted a large area of parkland in southwestern BC. 

Cleared over 50,000 pounds of industrial woody debris from the Fraser River Estuary 

       Delivered 1,500 programs to over 150,000 participants. 

 

2012 saw the start of NWPS’ first internship program, offering students and young professionals alike an opportunity to dip 

their toes into the environmental non-profit world in order to help achieve one of society’s most endearing values – respect for 

and preservation of wildlife and wildlife spaces.  In today’s economy it is harder than ever to get work experience so we offer to 

this future generation of leaders experience they might not otherwise get the chance to explore, in the form of a quarterly  

volunteer placement within our organization.  It has been an honour and pleasure the see these young people participate,  
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Northwest Wildlife Preservation Society (NWPS) was founded by Sherry 

Pettigrew, who served as the first Executive Director and continues to 

hold a position on the NWPS Board of Directors as an Honourary Director. 

The organization was incorporated in 1987 as a non-profit society,  

dedicated to preserving healthy wildlife and wildlife systems in northwest 

North America. Since that time, NWPS continues to earn reputation in the 

environmental movement as a powerful advocate for wildlife and wildlife 

habitats. NWPS was a founding member of the Wolf Working Group and 

fulfilled an advisory role on numerous committees for wildlife  

preservation. Additionally, NWPS organized conferences, forums, and 

symposiums that brought together diverse interests in the areas of  

wildlife management policy, protection and conservation. 

Today NWPS focuses on 'Preservation through Education'. We achieve our 

mandate through the development and delivery of a broad series of  

educational programs and services, newsletters and correspondence, 

which reach an average of 7,500 individuals annually. Our primary  

 

Our History 

audience has become school-age children. We in-

troduce them to the wonders of the natural world 

through in-class presentations, nature walks & 

workshops and stewardship projects and work to 

inspire them to become environmental stewards. 

This year, your Society has focused on growth.  To that end, we have been working to expand operations on Vancouver Island.   

Manley Farm is stable and being maintained in accordance with NWPS’ stewardship commitment of keeping it as a bird and 

wildlife sanctuary combined with legacy farming. With a generous grant from the Shell FuellingChange program, we will be 

conducting a Wetland Restoration Project to rehabilitate the overgrown marsh on our Manley Farm property over the next two 

years, enhancing bird and wildlife habitat.  We are also hoping to increase our provision of education programs on the Island 

with a new Educator dedicated to the region.  A candidate has been selected and is slated to start in late 2013. 

Funding challenges were met with unprecedented support  in 2012 and I am pleased to say the Society’s funding is in as good a 

state as it has been for a long time.  That said, the Board never takes anything for granted and is always seeking to secure 

NWPS’ future with initiatives and oversight in financial matters. 

This has been a tremendous year, and we couldn’t have done it without you.  As the famous Margaret Mead quote goes, “Never 

doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world.  Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” 

Finally, please visit our renewed website www.northwestwildlife.com.  It is a continuously-evolving font of resources and  
information of which we are justifiably proud. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts and we look forward to another great 
year ahead. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jim Pigott, President 

http://www.sodahead.com/united-states/sodahead-slideshow-most-tense-border-in-the-world/blog-332035/
http://www.northwestwildlife.com
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IN-CLASS WILDLIFE PROGRAMS 

Our in-class wildlife programs are highly interactive and  

educational and have become a staple for many schools’  

environmental study units. Our programs combine engaging  

wildlife photography and animal vocalizations with hands–on 

learning opportunities to create a presentation that is  

passion-filled and awe-inspiring. Presentations are for all age 

groups and foster strong respect for and conservation of wildlife 

and wild habitats. We offer a diverse selection of topics including:  

 

Bats; Bears; Climate Change; Wolves; Salmon; Owls;  

Wildcats of BC; Endangered Species; Wildlife of BC;  

Reptiles & Amphibians; and Temperate Rainforest.  

 

 

NATURE WALKS & WORKSHOPS 

Our Nature Walks & Workshops is another program that is often 

booked several months in advance. These programs combine  

in-class presentations and discussions with hands on learning out 

in the field. A wide variety of topics are explored such as wildlife 

behaviour, natural history, animal adaptations and habitat  

preservation. Each program includes a stewardship activity at a 

local, regional or provincial park.  Through our guided nature 

walks, students are able to reconnect with the natural world and 

become active environmental stewards within their communities 

and beyond.   

 

 

YOUTH ESTUARY STEWARDSHIP (YES) 

Our YES program is highly involved and in-depth, combining  

several in-class sessions with two full days out in the field. The 

aim of this program is to introduce students to, and ultimately 

protect, one of Canada’s most important estuarine habitats, the 

lower Fraser River basin. This ecosystem is incredibly biodiverse, 

supporting a myriad of mammal, bird, fish and invertebrate  

species. The Fraser River is the largest salmon producing river in 

the world, often with hundreds of millions of people relying on its 

conservation. Throughout this program, in-class studies are  

designed to introduce students to the value of estuaries and the 

species that depend on them, as well as keystone wildlife  

identification and animal behaviours.  During these sessions,  

students are prepared for their field activities. In the field,  

sessions include a comprehensive nature walk as well as activities 

specific to the region and help students directly link their  

knowledge with hands-on work. The final stewardship activity 

during the YES program is the removal of industrial woody debris 

and garbage to rehabilitate the area. The debris we clear occurs 

from a host of industrial activities and crushes native vegetation, 

which decreases the overall biodiversity of the region. Students 

and volunteers are highly motivated to clean up these areas and 

in the last three years alone, more than 40,000 lbs (18,000 kgs) of 

industrial woody debris has been removed from the Fraser River 

estuary.  This work facilitates the vegetation to rebound and helps 

bring back a greater diversity of species to the area. 

Education Programs  
Celebrating our 25th anniversary, 2012 was a banner 

year for NWPS.  Our wildlife education programs,  

stewardship  activities and special events reached  

record breaking numbers with over  8,350 people of 

all ages across the  Lower Mainland and Vancouver 

Island learning about the extraordinary wildlife and 

habitats of our great province.  

NATURE WALKS & WORKSHOPS 

YOUTH ESTUARY STEWARDSHIP (YES) 

1 program 

31 participants 

IN-CLASS WILDLIFE PROGRAMS 

7 programs 

4,070 participants 

156 participants 

169 programs 
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13 events 

4,125 people reached 

Special Events 
Reaching out to members of the community to spread the word about wildlife preservation. 

Salmon Festivals 

Last May we participated in the Fingerling Festival at 

the Noon’s Creek Hatchery in Port Moody to help with 

the annual release of young salmon into the creek for 

their journey out to sea.  

Later in November, we joined local citizens and  

conservation groups at the Hyde Creek Salmon Festival 

in Port Coquitlam to celebrate the yearly return of 

spawning salmon.  

Festivals 

We attended many events to educate communities across Greater 

Vancouver about the ecology of the Northwest. Our  

biofacts and mounted wildlife specimens drew in crowds of all 

ages at the EarthFest nature festival in Burnaby, in celebration of 

Earth Day.  On May 26th we set up our display for a day of family 

fun at the 38th Annual Alexandra Festival in White Rock.  

August 26th we attended the Richmond Raptor Festival to help 

showcase the spectacular birds of prey that can be found in our 

local environment. 

25th Anniversary  

Tree Planting Celebration 

2012 marked the 25th year of Northwest Wildlife  

Preservation Society’s work in environmental  

education. To celebrate this exciting milestone, we 

hosted a tree planting party at Tynehead Regional 

Park in Surrey.  With the help of over 100  

volunteers we planted 2500 trees and shrubs that 

were generously donated by Metro Vancouver.  
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G r e a t  C a n a d i a n  S h o r e l i n e  C l e a n u p 

 
Once again, in September NWPS actively participated in the Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup, hosting a site in Deep Cove, 

North Vancouver.  This nationwide effort cleared 143,747 kg of aquatic debris from 3,144 km of our country’s shorelines.  

Our targeted efforts cleaned debris from the entire shoreline at Panorama Park as well as the surrounding picnic areas.  In 

addition to our cleanup, NWPS staff provided visitors to the cleanup site with information about the effects of aquatic debris 

and pollution, as well as intriguing insight to much of the wildlife that depend on this park and suffer from litter along our 

shores.  Thank you to all the volunteers who came out that beautiful sunny morning to help out! 

Arctic Exploration 
In October, our education coordinator Darren Colello, 

took part In a research expedition to the high Arctic to 

study its unique ecology.    

Accompanied by a team of biologists, geologists,  

climatologists and wildlife photographers,  Darren  

embarked on a week-long trek through the icy Arctic 

landscape where he witnessed first-hand the snowy owls, 

caribou, musk oxen and iconic polar bears that inhabit 

the region.   

 This eye-opening research experience has helped enrich 

NWPS’s educational programs, and is testimony to the  

importance of preserving the  natural biodiversity that 

makes our planet truly spectacular.   
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Corporate Sponsors  
& Business Donors 

Funders are the backbone of all our work. Without them, none of what 
we do would be possible. A very heartfelt Thank You goes out to our 
corporate sponsors and business donors for providing us the  
opportunity to continue our work in the community: BC Gaming; BC  
Hydro; Chevron; FortisBC; Hamber Foundation; RBC Foundation; Shell 
Canada; Spectra Energy; TD Friends of the Environment Foundation; 
Teekay Corporation; TELUS Vancouver Community Board; Vancity 
Foundation; Acme Janitor Services; Aquiform Distributors; Bentall  
Kennedy; Best Western—Kingsway; Berezan Management; Burnaby 
Firefighters Charitable Society; Champs Mushroom Inc; Fraser Valley 
MRI Clinic; GVRD Employees Union; Hitfar Concepts; K&R Poultry; Kal 
Tire; Layfield Group; Marsh & Marsh; New Look Business Centre; Prime 
Interiors; Shine Entertainment; Strand Investments Ltd; Syncronet  
Systems Corp; Syteck Enterprises; The Royal Canadian Legion—Branch 
118; True World Foods Inc;  West Coast Home & Trust; and many  
others. 

Annual Outreach 
As with our corporate sponsors and 
business donors, we are so lucky to have 
such a steadfast group of individual  
donors. Even though many couldn’t  
donate to the levels they have done in 
previous years due to the continuing 
financial difficulties from the slow  
recovery of our economic climate in 
Canada, many continued to support us 
as best they could throughout the year.  
Without this loyal dedication on the part 
of each and every individual donor, 
NWPS would not have the privilege of 
continuing to deliver our environmental 
education programs, instilling  
responsible environmental stewardship 
in children of all ages throughout our 
great province. 

2012 saw the 11th year of our Green Ribbon  
Campaign. Thanks to the invaluable support of  
Chevron, IGA, BC Liquor Distribution Board,  NWPS  
raised close to $5,000 in donations throughout the 
Lower Mainland and Vancouver Island,  Thank you to 
all the board members, volunteers and staff that took 
the time to help make this year’s campaign a huge 
success. 

Green Ribbon Campaign 
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Barbara Lee-Chmil                   
Krysta Warren 
Melissa DeJong 

Kathy Ye      
Connel Bradwell 

Annie Merritt 
Sharlene Shaikh 

Julie Whittet 
David Sandberg 
Steven Morton 

Gillian Dunn 
Brittany Barnes 
Tawni Gotbaum 
Ben Thompson 

John Zhang 
Sam Sohirad 
Rob Wickson 

Courtney Tova 
                                

Karl Rick Bizoza 
Kelsey MacKenney 

Christine Pachkowski 
Kiranpreet Sidhu 

Katie Bianchin 
Josh Woodman 

Mariya Zhikhareva 
Melissa Drury 

Patricia Armstrong 
Richard Carroll        
Emma Abdjal 
Zed Schrayva 
Sarah Slater 

Michelle Mark 
Jesahel Rogelio 

Tricia Kerr 
Richard Jacques 
Brittny Turner 

Amanda Peters                         
Tony Fong                   
Ann Peters 

Michele Kvarnstrom 
James McBeath 

David Craig                         
Jim Pigott 

Woody Hayes 
Hillary Liem                            

Emma Broderick 
Danubio Aguilar 

Tara Flynn 
Darlene Goetz 

Anton Nechiporuk 
Towela Chileuke 

Michael Scheunhage 
Janet Rhodes 

 

Volunteers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
NWPS is very fortunate to have support from such a wonderful, dedicated group of individuals. With their help, our society is 
able to accomplish so much more in the office, in schools and in the community. Thank you, volunteers! 
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Manley Farm  

Bird & Wildlife Sanctuary 
NWPS has been entrusted with stewardship of Manley Farm, located in the 

Cowichan Valley area. The property comprises 240 acres of natural space and 

farm land. The property is situated next to Boatswain Bank (pictured below), 

which is an ecologically sensitive area.  

 

To the greatest extent possible, NWPS is creating a bird and wildlife  

sanctuary on Manley Farm to provide a safe habitat for wildlife in the area. 

Manley Farm currently supports deer, ducks, geese, quail, heron, owls,  

osprey, eagles, and many small bird species. While the property won't  

become a public park, it may be used in the future for activities to support the 

wildlife sanctuary and the society’s educational and preservation goals.  

NWPS continues to work with partners to develop environmentally sound 

and sustainable farming practices.  

Financial Statements  
Treasurer’s Report – Management’s  
Statement on Financial Reporting 

The financial statements and all information in this 
annual report are the responsibility of management 
and have been approved by the Board of Directors. 
The financial statements are based upon  
management’s best estimates and judgements and 
have been prepared with the application of generally 
accepted accounting principles.  Financial information  
presented else where in this annual report is  
consistent with the financial statements. To ensure 
the integrity and objectivity of the data, the  
management maintains a system of internal controls 
comprising of policies and procedures that provide 
reasonable assurance that transactions are recorded 
and executed in accordance with their authorization, 
that assets are properly safeguarded, and that reliable  
financial records are being maintained.   

NOTICE TO READERS 

These financial statements have not been audited.  
Readers are cautioned that these statements may not 
be appropriate for their purposes. 
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What’s to Come in 2013 
 
In 2013 we will continue to build our reputation in the successful delivery of wildlife education programs, 
events and stewardship activities,  while also expanding our horizons with some exciting new projects: 
 
As set out in our 2012 objectives, we are moving forward with our plans to enhance our operations on  
Vancouver Island.  This includes the launch of a wetland restoration project, introducing a new educator to 
augment our current programs on the Island, and strengthen our role in environmental stewardship with 
the ongoing development of our  bird and wildlife sanctuary. 
 
With our current office lease in Burnaby soon to expire, we will be seeing the consolidation of our locations 
on the mainland into one head office in downtown Vancouver.  This strategy will allow NWPS to operate 
more efficiently and effectively.  
 
As in previous years, we will be offering seasonal internship programs to provide students and  
recent graduates with stimulating work experience in both our office and field operations. 
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Thank You to our Sponsors: 



 

 

Report produced by Northwest Wildlife Preservation Society 
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