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Northwest Wildlife Preservation Society (NWPS) is a registered 
charity (Reg. #0793174-54 BN #13302 9140) incorporated in 1987 in 
British Columbia as a non -profit society.  
 

 
 
 
OUR MISSIONé 
 
Is to develop and provide educational, research and advisory services 
that advance the publicõs awareness and knowledge about wildlife 
and wildlife systems in northwest North America.  
 
 
OUR VISIONé 
 
Is to ensure that healthy wildlife systems thro ughout northwest 
North America are preserved for their own intrinsic worth and for 
the appreciation of all.  
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Directors 
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James McBeath 

Woody Hayes  

Melissa Tupper 

 

Founder and Honorary Director  

Sherry Pettigrew 

 

    Staff Members, 2008 

 
Executive Director 
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A Message from the Board  
 

After a 2-year absence I am once again delighted to be reporting to you as the President 

of NWPS.  The Board elected me to the position as of December 31 of 2008 in order to 

free up David Craig to undertake some revenue producing activities that have the 

potential to benefit the Society enormously. 

 

NWPS is setting records for performance ï levels we have always aimed for but never 

before achieved.  Spearheaded by our Education & Communications Coordinators, Fanny 

Allienne and Darren Colello, NWPS has delivered over 150 school programs to over 

5,000 students in 2008.  On many days the Education and Communications Coordinators 

have made 3 presentations within in a single school to hundreds of students.  These 

programs have extended our emerging content of lower mainland wildlife themes, with 

emphasis on how humans can make a positive environmental impact.  Our programs 

continue to be updated and new programs are being added that are topical and current so 

that schools that have previously seen our presentations have new ones to fall in love 

with.  Our education programs are reaching superior levels of subject matter, complete 

with visual aids and even skits, available from no other source. 

 

Not only is educating our children in our schools about wildlife and the environment at 

the core of our purpose as a Society, but it is also a solid foundation for the next 

evolution of our Society into land stewardship. 
 

While Fanny and Darren were going like ñbats out of hellò NWPSô transition to being a 

landowner has been proceeding at full pace.  We first reported on the Manley Farm 

Acquisition Project two years ago.  Manley Farm, the estate of Cynthia Patience 

Granfield, is about to make a huge transformation in the balance sheet of NWPS.  Under 

the terms of her will, Ms. Granfield wished her 240-acre property on the east coast of 

Vancouver Island between Duncan and Cobble Hill be left in its current state of use with 

the untouched parts preserved as natural space as a bird and wildlife sanctuary. NWPS 

first entered into discussions with the Executor of the estate, Woody Hayes, in 2007.  We 

are pleased to announce that all terms of the will have been complied with and the title to 

the land will pass to NWPS once the final financial arrangements, a relatively small  

mortgage on the property, have been put in place ï expected to be completed by mid 

2009.  We are also pleased to announce that Woody has joined NWPSô Board of 

Directors. 

 

The Manley Farm activities are quite a story.  NWPSô Executive Director, Ann Peters 

and Past Board President, David Craig, have had to deal with numerous issues such as 

life tenancy, farm leases, water and power supply disruption, breach of an existing dam, 

loss of an irrigation pond supporting farm operations, reclamation challenges of a pre-

existing gravel pit and various other maintenance issues surrounding the property.  David 

and Ann have dealt with all the repairs and maintenance needs of the property and have 

also held extensive community engagement meetings to ensure community members are 

kept informed about activities on Manley Farm. 
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NWPS is excited about the opportunity to create a bird and wildlife sanctuary on the 

Manley Farm, one of the original terms of the Granfield will, and has invested significant 

effort to make this goal happen.  NWPS is discussing partnership arrangements with 

Pacific Northwest Raptors, a rescue and rehabilitation group, who are looking to expand 

their Bird Sanctuary.  They are currently located just north of Duncan and feel that the 

Manley Farm will provide tremendous space for their rescue and rehabilitation activities.  

Of course, our barn owls have priority on the property but friendly neighbours are always 

welcomed. 

 

NWPS looks forward to becoming a leading force for conservation on Vancouver Island 

and looks to build strong relationships with the entire Cowichan Valley community. 

 

NWPS funding application efforts have been redoubled in this time of global financial 

crisis, and the results have been paying off.  Despite the global recession, funds are still 

coming in.  A couple of notable examples are Chevron and BC Hydroôs continued 

support of our environmental education programs and VanCityôs approval of our Youth 

Estuary Stewardship program. 

 

As I continue to serve on the NWPS Board I find that new and exciting opportunities 

keep presenting themselves and I am excited about the possibilities of NWPSô future.  

Thank you to all our membership for this privilege.  I am looking forward to 2009 as we 

complete the transition in securing our operating funding and in becoming stewards of 

the environment as wildlife preservationists in fact as well as in spirit. 

 

Jim L. Pigott, C.M.C. 
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NWPS History  

 

Northwest Wildlife Preservation Society was incorporated in 1987 as a non-profit 

society, dedicated to preserving healthy wildlife and wildlife systems in northwest North 

America. Since that time, NWPS has earned a reputation within the environmental 

community as a powerful advocate for wildlife. This is largely through the development 

and delivery of a broad series of educational programs and services, newsletters and 

correspondence, which reach an average of 10,000 individuals annually. These activities 

include Wildlife in the Schools programs, Nature Walk and Workshops, Youth 

Mentoring Stewardship Projects and Youth Estuary Stewardship Projects. Additionally, 

NWPS has worked, and continues to work, with many other environmental groups 

bringing together diverse interests in the areas of wildlife management policy, protection 

and conservation. 

 
 

 

 

 
Douglas squirrel at Stanley Park
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Highlights - Wildlife & Habitat Preservation  

 

Preservation through stewardship and involvement  
 

Throughout the year, NWPS participated in a number of stewardship events.  Participants 

had many chances to connect with nature, and maintain and improve wildlife habitats and 

ecosystems for future generations. Our efforts helped clear non-native plant species from 

habitat, encouraging the return of native plant species to the area.  Participants also 

helped removed debris from various ecosystems such as estuaries, forests, woodlands and 

shorelines.  NWPS participated in the following events in 2008: 
 

 

Earth Day: 

Our Earth day celebration this year involved removing invasive English ivy throughout 

Stanley Park. NWPS worked tirelessly with the Stanley Park Ecology Society and 

Riverworks in order to help our native plant species. 

 

In addition, NWPS staff and volunteers hosted an education table at an Earth day event in 

North Vancouver.  Dozens of children and adults were engaged in a variety of activities.  

NWPS made several key contacts with other non-profit organizations during this event.   

 

Industrial woody Debris Cleanup at Londonôs Landing in Delta: 

Each year, NWPS hosts an industrial woody debris cleanup at the Fraser river estuary.   

The event aims to raise awareness about the effects of woody debris on our estuarine 

ecosystem, which is one of the most biologically diverse habitats in British Columbia.  

Classes from inner city schools participated in the Youth Estuary Stewardship Project 

(YES).  Part of this popular project included removing 2,500 kg of industrial woody 

debris from the shoreline to help protect the estuarine vegetation. 
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Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup: 

On September 21, volunteers, families, students and community members joined NWPS 

at Locarno Beach park in Vancouver for the Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup. Our 

efforts were part of an annual national event where individuals across Canada work to 

clear aquatic debris from our shorelines. With our intrepid team of 21 individuals, we 

were able to clear more than 6 full garbage bags, 2 bags of recyclables and several very 

large items from our shoreline. In addition to cleaning up the local environment, the event 

aims to raise awareness about the effects of aquatic debris and water pollution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hyde Creek Salmon Festival: 

Along with thousands of others from the Lower Mainland, NWPS celebrated the return of 

the salmon at the annual Hyde Creek Salmon Festival in November. Among the many 

activities at the festival was an educational slideshow presented by NWPS on the Salmon 

of the Pacific. The presentation displayed salmon as an important keystone species in 

British Columbia and their important role as indicators of the health of the entire 

ecosystem.  
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Preservation through Communication  
 

In 2008 over 10,000 people were reached through our publications, newsletters, website 

and outreach activities. 

 

Our website: www.northwestwildlife.com 

NWPS feels it is important to provide current, interesting and accurate information to the 

public. We are continually updating and adding to our website. Our website provides 

current information about NWPSô wildlife education and stewardship programs, as well 

as up to date information about wildlife in British Columbia.  Recently several new 

articles under our óPassion for Wildlifeô section were completed.  Thanks to a large 

number of dedicated volunteers that help to keep this resource up and running.   

 

 

Caribou Play 

NWPS put on a play for almost 500 school children on April 17.  The topic this 
year highlighted the endangered mountain caribou.  Students learned of the 
plight of this magnificent mammal all the whi le having fun enjoying our talented 
actors who honed their acting skills as Caribou. 
  
                           

http://www.northwestwildlife.com/

